JOHN PAUL JONES

In vain the distracted admiral offered irrefutable evidence to dis-
prove every one of the charges brought against him. Queen
Catherine believed them and condemned him on all points. Es-
pecially on the charge of the alleged rape. Herself the most lecher-
ous woman in Europe, she castigated her own guilty conscience in
castigating Paul Jones. "After this nasty incident (of the alleged
rape)/' she wrote to Baron Grimm, "it would be difficult to find
in the Royal Navy a man who would consent to serve under
him."

But the men in the Royal Navy thought quite otherwise. To
them it was a sad day when he left them. "On this day," one of
them lamented, "we have lost our light."

VII

THE REST of his life was the sinking of the sun in a heavy mist.
Illness, poverty, frustration, neglect. But no despair. To the very
end he hoped to be recognized for the man he was.

It was not until after his death, however, that this recognition
came to him. At his burial in the Protestant Cemetery of Paris
(July 20, 1792), a French clergyman referred to him as "one of
the first champions of American liberty, one of the first har-
bingers of the liberty of the world."
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